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Importance of Primary Sources in Studying History
Name
Institution Affiliation

Introduction
When it comes to the presentation of historical accounts, the source of information will determine the accuracy of the account. A commonly used phrase in the case is “the winner writes the history” which implies how history may be characterized with a high degree of subjectivity. Therefore, the only source that can be trusted to provide authentic information is primary sources from an individual that witnessed the events of through the use of scientific methods and statistical data to unearth the truth. Other primary methods include government publications, journals, and letters, artifacts, photographs, audio and video among others. In the present day teaching techniques, teachers are incorporating the use of firsthand information from the internet in studying history. Therefore this paper discusses how the use of primary sources in the study of history enhances the cognitive ability of the student towards a fact-finding approach.
A research journal involving ninety students’ participants from two metropolitan universities was carried out to determine the usefulness of primary sources in the study of history. The researcher in this case was facilitated by the instructors who collected the information about the performance of the student’s throughout the semesters of the academic year. Method of collecting data for the research included field work observations and the way students responded to specific question. To evaluate the success of the program, the performance of the students when they used textbooks was compared to the end performance when the use of digital primary sources were engaged.
The results of the research journal indicated that secondary sources such as textbooks have a disadvantage of overlooking of primary sources in favor of the philosophical point of view of the scholars. Therefore as a secondary source for the study of history, textbooks have always been subjected to bias. The researchers therefore recommended the use of primary sources as the most effective method for instilling knowledge and promoting critical thinking skills among the students. However, the volumes of such credible pieces of information made it hard for the school library media to avail all the primary sources to the students. In this case, the internet has revolutionized the way history is taught by providing virtually every primary source that the student may require during their study
In this case, understanding the importance of critical thinking in the study of history is necessary if there is need to establish a link between primary sources and critical thinking. The study of history is divided into three distinctive approaches, biographical perspective history, the narrative history and the history of ideas. Despite the fact that history is very complex, students are still challenged to gather evidence and analyses the information to establish the meaning and the significance of a particular area of study. Waring and Torrez (2010) highlights that contemporary history goes beyond the idea of collecting facts and storing for future reference. Modern day history is all about collecting information and data that to enable the student to establish patterns and relationship that will assist in providing the answers to the questions how and why certain historical events took place. For example, the student can gather all evidence and answer the question how Hitler rose to power or why did the Roman Empire fall. History student must, therefore, develop the skills necessary for collecting the information and examining the evidence to separate the useful from the less significant.
On the other hand, when the student depends on secondary sources to provide the information, they are likely not to acquire any cognitive skills in analysis of information. The most common sources of secondary data about history in schools are textbooks. The textbooks provide a summary of data collected and analyzed by the writers the book. Because of the information gathered in the books, there is a high likelihood of subjectivities. The author may decide to gather information that they find relevant to them even when some of them are not experts and are driven by financial motives. Furthermore, providing the information for the students prevents them from developing the skills of collecting analyzing to establish the relevant documents and presenting them in an organized way. Therefore, the use of primary sources in history enables the students to develop critical thinking and more information that the secondary sources do not provide.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Waring and Torrez (2010) provide an insight on how the use of primary sources will change the future of history as a subject and provide skills of critical thinking for the professional. Unfortunately, the current practices in most of the schools in the United States use textbooks as the major source of information. He insists that this method should be absolute given the evidence of the bias taught in American history. Examples of such are the presentation of information about the exploitations of the lands that belonged to the Native Americans by a different administration. In a book written by Kent McCaughy called the American Perspectives, various stories including John Burnett’s provides an eyewitness accounts of the events that unfolded during the removal of Native Americans “Trail of Tears and Black Hawk’s Surrender Speech.” Burnett expresses his disappointment in the activities that he as an American was indulging McGaughy, (2015). On the other hand, the information that was presented in the textbooks showed how important this event was to the history of America. This evidence shows how the use secondary sources in the study of history makes it hard for students to acquire information that has not been influenced from the point of view of the individuals.
Conclusion
	The use of primary sources in the study of history is much recognized for it provides information about the actual events that took place. On the other hand, secondary information mostly depends on accounts of an event as presented by another party based on their thoughts. In the study of history teaching students using primary information helps advance the critical thinking of the students as well as add knowledge to the student in understanding the actual event as the unfolded in the past
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